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Former Prime Minister appointed to new UK-China
role
By EJ Ward for China Plus
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Former Prime Minister David Cameron is to take on a new role heading a government backed
initiative between Britain and China.
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As Rupert reported earlier in the year, the ex-PM will take charge of a fund worth £750 which hopes
to improve rail and road networks between China and partner trading nations around the world.
Ministers have said that this new element of the "Belt and Road Initiative" will create jobs and boost
trade links.

David Cameron, then Prime Minister of Britain, welcomes Chinese President Xi Jinping, to his oﬃcial
residence at Chequers, England, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2015. [File Photo: Xinhua]

A government spokesperson said "It will invest in innovative, sustainable and consumption-driven
growth opportunities in the UK, China and third markets to create employment and boost trade links,
supporting the Belt and Road Initiative".
This comes after we reported on Chancellor Philip Hammond's successful trip to China this
weekend. During the 9th UK-China Economic and Financial Dialogue, UK Export Finance said they
would supply up to £25 billion to support new business in BRI countries in Asia, in a boost to UK
businesses selling their goods and services.
The UK and China also agreed to identify speciﬁc BRI projects to act as pathﬁnders for UK and
Chinese collaboration, and to conduct research on mechanisms to support private sector ﬁnancing
of infrastructure development across the BRI.
The Dialogue also agreed to greater partnership will increase global investment in UK infrastructure
ﬁrms and enable them to export expertise globally.
Mark Garnier, Minister for Investment said that "the Belt and Road Initiative is an ambitious initiative
that will increase opportunities for global trade and it's only right we support British businesses in
making the most of this."
He went on to say that the UK was putting export ﬁnance at the heart of trade promotion by making
up to £25 billion available for projects in these markets. "The capacity will ensure that no viable

company fails for a lack of funding and means they can take advantage of growing economies and
secure deals that will boost the UK's exports and safeguard jobs at home", the Minister said.
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