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Droning on, London and China

China's home-developed Wing-Loong II, the new reconnaissance and strike multi-role endurance
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS), successfully completed its maiden flight, Feb. 27, 2017. [Photo provided
by the Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC)]

The Drone Racing League (DRL) has announced that it will be launching a series of world
championship races dedicated to professional First Person View (FPV) drone racing in June, and the
events will be televised and broadcast around the world.

London is hosting the UK’s first professional drone race at Alexandra Palace during London Tech
Week on June 13. Nick Horbaczewski, CEO of the Drone Racing League, explains why the capital
was a natural choice for the league’s latest new venue. “We chose to stage the race in London
because it has a strong drone racing community and, as a global city, it represents the kind of
market we want to appeal to. London has defined itself as a world-renowned tech and innovation
hub, and we wanted to tap in to that.”

Meanwhile, a totally different type of drone is in the news in China. An undisclosed buyer has placed
the largest overseas order for China's home-developed military drones, the Xinhua news agency has
reported, in a boost for the Chinese arms industry's efforts to increase export volumes.

The Wing Loong II, is a medium-altitude, long-endurance UAV that has both reconnaissance and
strike capabilities. It conducted a half hour flight for the first time on Monday after taking off from a
runway in western China.

"Its flight marks China's new generation reconnaissance and strike UAV. Following the United States,
China becomes another country capable of developing such new-generation, large reconnaissance
and strike UAV," said Li Yidong, chief designer of the series, whose programme is overseen by the
state-owned Aviation Industry Corp of China.

However it's not just China who are interested in this technology, for many Chinese drones, unlike
those made in the U.S., are cheap and readily available. For around $4 million, the price of a single
U.S.-made MQ-1 Predator, one could buy four Chinese Wing Loong units.
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“China is known to have difficulties in developing aero-engine technology, and this is also true for
UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) engines,” Kelvin Wong, an Asia-Pacific defense-technology reporter
at IHS, wrote in an email to the New York Times. “As a result, Chinese UAVs are generally less
capable in terms of performance.”

Li Yidong, the chief designer of the Wing-Loong platform, celebrated the event by stating that the
Wing Loong II’s test flight “marks China’s new generation reconnaissance and strike.” Yidong added
that China is among a handful of countries to field large strike-capable UAVs.

The Wing Loong is one of several Chinese UAV platforms available on the market. Its main
competitor is the China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC) Rainbow-series,
namely the CH-4B.

China's military modernisation has rattled nerves around the region with increasingly assertive
moves to bolster its sovereignty claims in the South China Sea and over Taiwan, which it regards as
a breakaway province.
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